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Government of Himachal Pradesh

Department of Personnel

Appointment-[I
Dated Shimla-171 002, 3¢ August, 2017

From

Chief Secretary to the

Government of Himachal Pradesh
To

et

All Administrative Secretaries to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh
All Heads of Departments in H.P.

. All Divisional Commissioners in H.P.
All Deputy Commissioners in H.P.

O )

[y

Subject: Prescription of dress code to attend Hou'ble
Court and office (CWP No. 1043/2017 - Om
Parkash V/S State of H.P & Ors.).
Sir, ' i
In addressing you on the subject cited above, |
am directed to say that Hon'ble High Court of Himachal
Pradesh, while expressing its displeasure over the attire of a
fernale Junior Engineer who appeared before the Hon'ble Court
in a case wearing multi-coloured check shirt and jeans, has
directed to issue necessary instructions to all the concerned to
follow a dress code while attending court or office.” A copy of
the Order of Hon’ble High Court dated 17-07-2017 is annexed
herewith for ready reference.
2. [t is accordingly advised that while attending
Hon'ble Courts specifically and office in general, -all
Government servant should be attired in appropriate, formal,
clean, modest and decent cloths in sober colours, which should
not look gaudy. Casual and party attire should be strictly
avoided during appearance in Court and while attending office.
The mannerism, conduct and dress of a Government servant
should reflect a sense of decorum, decpncy professionalism
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and seriousness of purpose at the work place as well as during
appearance in Hon'ble Courts.

3 The above advisory instructions of the
Government may be brought to the notice of every employee
and should also scrupulously be followed in letter and spirit by
all. In case any deviation is noticed or brought to the notice ol

the concerned Départment/Government, an appropriate

disciplinary action in the light of conduct rules or terms and

conditions of the government employee, as the case may be,

shall follow against the defaulter(s).

4, These instructions can also be seen on the

departmental website i.e. www.hi machal.nic.in/personnel.

b ' Please acknowledge the receipt.
' Yours faithfully,

égaﬁbﬁ&wﬂik
(Om Bfakash Bhandari)
Deputy Secretary (Personnel) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh
| Tel No. 0177 - 2626097
e-mail : persbr2-hp@nic.in

Endst No. Per(AP.I1)B(3)-10-75-111 Dated Shimla-171 002, 03-08-2017
A copy is forwarded to the following for
information and further necessary action: '

1. All the Managing Directors/Secretaries/Registrars of
Boards/ Corporations/ Autonomous Bodies/ Government
Universities in Himachal Pradesh.

2. Shri Romesh Verma, Ld. Additional Advocate General,
Himachal Pradesh Shimla w.r. to letter No. CWP
1043/2017-22807 dated 22-07-2017. He is requested to
apprise the Hon'ble High Court accgrdmgly on next date of
hearing. '

Beroromde,
Deputy Secrgtary (Personnel) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh
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Personal Attention

Directorate of Higher Education
Himachal Pradesh 14 4
¥ e VU

Endst. No. EDN-H(1)B(15)1/2009- Imp. Instt. Dated Shimla— 171001 the "’ @r@[ proalic =

Copy for information and further necessary action is forwarded to :- 1 :
1. The Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh \b‘ﬁlefter No.Per(AP-I)B(3)-10-75-111

03.08. 2017 for information please.

The Addl.Director of Hr.Education, (School), H.P.

The JointDirector of Hr. Education ( Admn.), H.P.

The Joint Director of Hr. Education, C-1/ C-II, H.P.

The Joint Controller (F&A), Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P.

The OSD(C)/ OSD(Skt.) Directorate of Hr. Education, H.P.

All Deputy Directors / Assistant Directors, Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P.

All the Principals of Govt. Degree Colleges/GCTE Dharamshala & Skt. in the H.P.

The PS to the Director of Higher Education, H.P.

10 All the Branch Officer / Superintendent Establishmenrt Branch, Directorate of Higher Education
H ith the remarks that to take further necessary action in the matter accordingly.

A The Superintendent Computer Cell, Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P with the remarks to

upload the said orders on the deptt. Website.

12. All the Deputy Directors of Hr. Education, H.P. with the remarks that to take further necessary
action in the matter accordingly.

13. The Group Commander, GP HQ, Shimla -4.

14. The Chief Librarian, Center State Library Solan.

15. All the District libraries in the H.P.

16. All the NCC units in the Pradesh.

17. All the Principals in the Govt. Sr. Secondary Schools in H.P.

18. All the Headmaster in the Govt. High Schools in HP.

19. Guard File.

VO NAUBE LN

)
——

Director Higher Education
Himachal Pradesh



CWP No. 1 043 of 2017
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17.7.2017: Present: Ms. Shreya Chauhan, Advocate pro*cy counsel for the
- petitioner. A

' Mr. Shrawan. Dorga, A.G. wnth Mr Anup Rattan and
Romesh Verma, Addl. A. Gs ‘and Mr. J.K. Verma, Dy.
© A.G. for respondents No: } Lo 8. .

Mr. C.N. Singh, Advo the alongW1th Respondent No.6
Ms. Poonam Kumari. i K Ly

i

l \__.A-"
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Mr. C.N, SmgI}“AHvoca‘ce has put in appearance
on behalf of r/s-povhd‘ent No.6. He prays for and is
granted pn&v\;eék"é time to file. reply. Rejomder within .
two Wee\l\tg the)'eafter List for adnllssmn on 8.8.2017.

/ g P
\ ,.\
\\k\\__‘é.‘] We notlce that respondent No.6, who has

\\ ...... //
appeared in person and is .a Junior Engineer is not
<i\r ("\\
<~\\-\ S »gppropnately dressed. She is wearing a multi-coloured
o T

<f> : ( (\_) 5\\ check shirt and jeans. What is more appalling is when

/\\/\/’_/ f she informed the Court that she even discharges her

<\\> official duties wearing  only fhese kin&s Vof
l dresses. '

3 Disp.ensation of just‘icc is inevitable feature

in ahy civilized society.. Judiciary is \the backbone of
demqbci’a'}cy. In' a democratic polity,: the tole o.f the
judiciary is to maintain and stabilize the rule of law,
which is vessenti"a'l in successful functioning of the
democracy. Th.e‘ Judges and Magistrates play a pivotal
role in the administration .of justice and that is why

they wear specific dress prescribed by the Rules framed



by the High Court. This dress is worn compulsonly in
order to maintain the dignity and decorum of. the Court )
and, thercfore WE SEe no reason why any htlgant imore
particularly, Government ofﬁcers ancl olﬁmals should be
improperly or inappropriately dréssed while appearing
before the Court.  After all (bemc)r appropuately dressed
only induces a serxousness 6f purpose and a sense of

decorum which 13{,-l+.qgh1y_'cgncluc1ve for the dispensation

e
of justice.
Y '\\ ‘l| o\
4., SheLke,speare said “the apparel oft proclaims
7t
g | ‘,\ J
the man‘ it
1) . ‘
LY \.M__S.’,f' Every litigant appearing before the Court is

< ~_expected to be dressed in a modest ‘manner so as to
Nty

_“maintain decorum.

6. However, of late there has been lamentable

slackness in matters of litigants  attire, more

. particularly, Governme11t officers and officials appearing
before this Court and this only (to borrow. the words of
Allahabad High Court in Prayag Das vs Civil Judge,
Bulandshahr AIR 1974 Allahabad 133) precipitates

‘ sartorial .inelegar.lce éncl judicial indecorum and’

~undermines the majesty of law.

(. Therefore, it is high timeggwe reiterate that
litigants appearing before this Court, more particularly,

Government officers and officials should be dressed, if
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not foirrnally atleast appropriately or else they may-start
) BT
dressing more indiscreetly. T i il By g

8. The apprehenston may be wel] cxted\by a
chalogue which is alleged to have ‘craﬁsplred between
the Australxan squattcr and h1s fnbnd who visited him .

on his estate far’ away in thé, w11ds of the interior of the
LA )5
estate and was aptl‘y ta.ken\ noté of by the Allahabad

"High Court in Pr&z}/ag Dass (supra) AIR 1974

Allahabad 133 T\nc 1End asked him why, in so remote

\,

) \
‘a place hem “ra\de\ it'a prachce to ‘dress for dinner: "I do

i, - said b‘e gquatter to av01d losing my self respect. ‘If I

(

1d no} dress for dlnner I should end by coming in to

/\1 \dmner in my slurt sleeves I should end by not

W B S, ‘

{\ \ \ troubhng to wash. [ should sink down to the level of
s \. A

Eome ;\\\ " the cattle. I dressrfor dinner, not to make 'myself.pretfy,
but as'a epiritual renovation. . ‘ :

. " The State '.of. J_harkhand,_ thrbugh its
P.ersc;r-mel' ; Admi.nistratiQe Reforms and Rajbhasixa
Department, . hes already issued instructions  on

, : _ ;
30.5.201_7 'asking all itsjofﬁcers and other staff not to
eppeaf ‘before. the Couft in casual dresses. This
decision was tak'eﬁ in résponse to scathing comments
made by the Jharkhand High Court recently when the
Chief Seeretary appeare_d’be;:re the .'Court draped in

colourful pr’i.hted, Saree. The Court not only pulled up

the officers but.élsd asked the Advocate General to



communicate the observations to the Government for
necessary action so that officers maintain proper dress |

code while they are in Court. The instructions read

r/'

thus:
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10. Needless to say that the issuance of such

kinds of order is only a reminder to all the concerned to



follow the appropriate dress code while they -attend

o h
(T

‘Court or office 'as the officers are already a\va'i;lé.«‘éf ‘the
dress code as they have been tramed on' th1s aspec;..

11. ~ Let a copy of this orclcr be Sent to the Chief
Secretary, Government of Hunachal Pradesh for issuing
necessary instructions /dire’ction"s ‘to-all the concerned.
Compliance report be, submltted on or before the next
date of hearing. ( t\

List on B 8 201\7
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P (Tarlok Singh Chauhan),
.( ( Judge.
N N

17 7 2017

it l N awasthl

(Ajay Mohan Goel),
Judge.



