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No.Per(AP.II)B(3)-·1 0-7 5- lll 
Govl:;rnrnent of Fiimachal Prc1.desh 
Dep;::1rtment of Personnel 

Appointment- II 

Dated Shimla-171 00 2, 3rct August, 2017 
From 

Chief Secretary to the 
G.overnment of Himachal Pradesh 

To 
1. 	All Administrative Secretaries to the 

Government of Himachal Pradesh 
2. 	 All Heads of Departments in H.P. 
3. 	All Divisional Commissioners in H.P. 
4. 	 All Deputy Commissioners in H.P. 

Subject: 	 Prescription of dress code to attend Hon'ble 
Court and office (CWP No. 1043/2017 - Om 
Parkash V/S State of H.P & Ors.). 

Sir, 
In addressing you on the subject cited above, I 

am dire cted to say that Hon'ble High Court of Himachal 

Pradesh, while expressing its displeasure over the attire of a 
female Junior Engineer who a.pp'eared before the Hon'ble Court 
in a case \Nearing multi -coloured check shi.rt and jeans, has 

directed to issue necessary instnJctlons to all the concerned to 

follow a dress code \Vhile attending court or office. A copy of 

the Ord e r of Ho n'ble High Court elated 17 -07-2017 is annexe d 

/. h e re1Ni th for ready reference. 

2. It is accordingly advised that vvhile attending 

Hon'b1e Courts sp~cifically and office in general, all 

Governn'll~nt servant should be attired in a1_:wropriate, formal; 

clean, modest and d ecent cloths in sob e r colours, which should 

not look gaudy. Casual and party attire should be s tri ctly 

avoided during ap p earan ce in Court and while attending office. 

The mannerism, conduct and dress of a Government servant 

! should r\?fleq .a se. nse .of .decorum, decency, professionalism 
<~ - V-()1,.0t\frv't-r\. 	 . . · 
~ ·) ··· ·· · ·. ···· ·r ·:~ ·3~0t ") 
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and serious ness of purpos ::; at the. work place as \Veil <1S cluring 

appearance in Hon'ble Courts. 
3. The above advisory instructions ot the 

Government may be brought to the noti ce of every employee 

and should also scrupulously be followed in letter and spirit by 
all. In case any deviation is noticed or b1:ought to the notice of 

the concerned Department/Government, an appropriate 
disciplinary action in the light of conduct rules or terms and 
conditions of the government employee, as the case may be, 

shall follo\,v against the defaulter(s). 

4. These instructions can also be seen on th e 
departmental website i.e. wvvw.himachal.nic .in/personne l. 

5. 	 Please acknowledge the receipt. 
Yo LLrs faithfully, 

@rtb/4V~•k ' 
(Om lJf-akash Bhandari) 

Deputy Secretary (Personnel) to the 
Government of Himachal Pradesh 

Tel No. 0177- 2626097 
e-rnail: persbr2-hp@nic.in 

Enclst No. Per(AP.I l)B(3)-10-75-Ilf Dated Shimla-171 002, 03-08 -2 017 

A copy is forwarded to the following for 
information and further necessary action: . . 
1. 	 All the Managing Directors/Secretaries/Registrars of 

Boards/ Corporations/ Autonomous Bodies/ Government 
Universities in Himachal Pradesh. 

2 . 	 Shri Romesh Verma, . Ld. Additional Advocate General, 
Himachal Pradesh Shimla w-.r. to letter No. CWP 
1043/2017-22807 dated 22-07-2017. He is requested to 
appr ise the Ho n 'ble High Court acccfrcli rig ly on next date of 
h earing. 

. 	 ~llb.0_cy)'J~ I 

Deputy Secr9tary (Personnel) to the 
Government of I-Iim3chal Pradesh 

****\ 
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Personal Attention 

Directorate of Higher Education 
Himachal Pradesh 

A I~ • I 

Endst. No. EDN-H(l)B(15)112009- Imp. Instt. Dated Shimla-171001 the 

Copy for information and fmiher necessary action is forwarded to :

1. The Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh .r.. letter ~ No.Pei(AP-II)B(3)-10'-75-III 
03.08. 2017 for information please. 

2. The Addl.Director of Hr. Education, (School), H.P. 
3. The JointDirector ofHr. Education ( Admn.), H.P. 
4. 	 The Joint Director ofi-Ir. Education, C-I I C-II, H.P. 
5. The Joint Controller (F&A), Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P. 
6. The OSD(C)/ OSD(Skt.) Directorate ofHr. Education, H.P. 
7. All Deputy Directors I Assistant Directors, Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P. 
8. All the Principals of Govt. Degree Colleges/GCTE Dharamshala & Skt. in the H.P. 
9. The PS to the Director of Higher Education, H.P. 
10. 	 All the Branch Officer I Superintendent Establishmemt Branch, Directorate of Higher Education 
~ith the remarks that to take further necessary action in the matter accordingly. 

~The Superintendent Computer Cell, Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P with the remarks to 
upload the said orders on the deptt. 'Vebsite. 

12. All the Deputy Directors of Hr. Education, H.P . with the remarks that to take further necessary 
action in the matter accordingly. 

13. The Group Commander, GP HQ, Shim1a -4. 
14. The Chief Librarian, Center State Library Solan. 
15. All the District libraries in the H.P. 
16. All the NCC units in the Pradesh. 
17. All the Principals in the Govt. Sr. Secondary Schools in H.P. 
18 . All the Headmaster in the Govt. High Schools in HP. 
19. Guard File. 

Director Higher Education 
Himachal Pradesh 



CWP No. 1043 .of-2017 

:_( .') 
17.7.2017: Present: 	 Ms. Shreya Chauh.an, Advocate prqxy couns'el for the 

petitioner. .·· · ·. · · 
·, /'.

,/'"· ,,' . . 
Mr: Shrawan Dorga, A. G. witl~ Mt<A~u;:R~ttan and 
Romesh Verma, Addl. A.O!:i..,and Mr. J.K. Vem1a, Dy. 
A._G. for respondents No'} to 5. · 

Mr. C .N. Singh, Advo9a;t~ -:~~ri.~vith Respondent No.6 
Ms. Poonam Kumari. \ \ ·) i 

/'·v. '<:~· .• , > 

Mr. C.N. Sin~~~;~AcLv.ocate has put in appearance 
( '· ' .../ 

on behalf of t(s;.~,l'l~G,nt No.6. He prays for and is 
;/' ··,, ~.\ .........,. ~ 

granted ..9::-i.~~d' time t~ file . reply. Rejoinder within 

tw~?.JVeJ~~-.tJc;)eafter. Listfor .admission em 8.8.2017. 

( (, ~··.· J''----~e notice that respondent No.~. who has 
·.,.... ~.J /1 
........__..... 

;. /- , . appeared in person and is .a Junior Engineer is not 
'•, 'J (~"

_(.;__~, '-~ppro;prlately dressed. She is wearing a multi-coloured 

(,. --.. '"' -.)
<)~_\__))'\\ check shirt and jeans . What is more appalling is when 

0 ""'-. ....__._~~-~...)/''-.. ""- - she informed the Court that she even discharges h e r 

:::.<"<)'' official wearing these ofduties only kinds 
"-.,v_... 

dresses. 

3. · Dispensation of justice is inevitable feature 

in any civilized society. Judiciary is the backbone of 

democracy. In · a democratic polity, the role of the 

judiciary is to maintain ·and stabilize u1.e rule of law, 

which is es·sential in successful functioning of the 

democracy. The Judges and Magi~trates play a pivotal 

role in the administration .of justice and 1.hat is. wl1y 

they wear spec:ific dress prescribed by the Rules framed 
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by the High Court. This dress is worn compu}sor.ily in 
,/· ! ~ 

order to maintain the dignity and decorum of .the·'oourt 
. ' 

·, 
and, therefore, we se'e no reason why ar;.y litigant. · rilore . / '•, 

particularly, Government officers ar{.(J officials _should be 
,. ·.. 

improperly or inappropriately qressecl while appearing 
' ·. ~ -~ 

before the Court. . After all (-o~·;:;1g .:~ppropriately dressed 
. . ( i I

' ....~ ... 
only induces a seri9u.~t:less ·of..purpose and a sense of 

.:~ <.. . .·. 
deconm1 which isA{~ghly_··· c'CJ.nclucive for the dispensation 

"'· ..._ ',__ · -·· 
/r~ ..., 

of justice. _.._ ··.., ···...·•.._ 
. \ . .. . """.. ) .1 · , 

4.,<_-::-:· s{'laJi;~peare said "the apparel oft proclaims 
; J ., \ 

1 t \ I
ui:.3..mwi'~ ~ · ·.... -' /

j '( \',•'\ ....... _..... 

\ '. . \ I 

\ ' ··' .,.. __. 5;.·.! Every litigant appearing before the Court is 

in a modest ·manner so as to 

6 . However, of late there has been lamentable 

slackness in matters of litigants attire, more 

particularly, Government officers and officials apperuing 

before this Court and this only (to borrow. the words of 

Allahabad High Court in Pra.yag Das vs Civil Jur;lge, 

Bu.landshahr AIR 1974 Allahabad 133) precipitates 

sartorial ineiegance and judicial indecor1..nn and · 

undermines the majesty of law. 

7. Therefore, it is high tim iWe reiterate that 

litigants appearing before this Court, more particularly, 

Government officers and officials should be dressed, if 



not formally atleast appropriately or else they may--~ta.rt 
. . \ 

,'; ) ; 
dressing more indiscreetly. / 

' . '':-. 
8. The apprehension may be ' well cJted ,J:ly a 

/ / 

dialogue, which is alleged to have <..hah~pired~.. between 

the Australian squatter and hi~.;i·i)~nd.--~ho ·visited him 

on his estate far ·away in "tqe ..wifds ·ai the interior of the 
. \ ' ) ; . 

estale and was apt).y__ .t"akeri:'- ~ote' of by the Allahabad 
' > . 

High Cou;t ~-?a,)~l!_) Das's AIRin · (wpra) 1974 

/' "' . .
Allal1abad 133: · ,:r),e . !.end asked him why , in so remote 

( ,, ') '·~, . 
' . ·•.. " ~- ' . . 
a ~-~:<;:e p.~~~e_j)/a _ practi~e to 'dress' for dinner. "I do 

i{;':- sc\id\k--~.quatter, to avoid losing my self respect. If I
( (_ · : ..,-·
~Ci-. no-1 .dress for dinner I should end by coming in to 

"··~'::....~/ 
("·,(-.-~:-" dinner in my shirt-sleeves. should end by not 
-, . ( '"'· . 
~'- ',., '·· troubling to wash. I should sink do·wn to the level of 

~ ·:=_~/~'"'···. .the cattle. I dre~s for dinner, not to make myself pretty, 

·C.. but as ·a spiritual renovation. 

9. · ' The· State of Jharkhand, through jts 

Personnel Administrative Reforms and Rajbhasha 

Department, has already issued instructions on 

30.5.2017 ·asking all· its ' officers and other staff not to 

appear before the Court in casual dresses. This 

decisio.n was tal<en i;,_ ;tfsponse to scathing comments 

made by the Jha.rkbancl High Court recently when the 

Chief Secretary appeared ·before the Court draped in 

colourful p1'inted. Sare·e. The Court not only pulled up 

the officers but also asked the Advocate General to 
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com.rnunicate the observations to the Governmen~ for 

necessary action s·o that officers maintain prop·er 'cti·ess 
'·,,, 

·cod.e while they are in Court. The instr:1,1ctions· read 

thu s: / 

qoriq;-15/-.flfi'r f.to-oi-o1 1 2on Cillo ss2e 
~..s-~ 

<Ji11ll<f; mrmf-icl{ 'J<.TR' n!'.ll if~ f<PWT 
~ \ . 

ai'n=t ··w-qmT ~· ·· 

~ * \l<ffi~qWIT -q /· ( ,. ,- ··-...' -'·:- . 
/ •. ''wit·-.. · ··-3~ ~ 'Hf£r<r / "tlllT"' 

. -. . '-'l~I~/ F<11frTTlUI::1 
·< ,, · ---~·>\)- fcr>wr ~ 

,. ----.." ·, ' ··--'ft ~ 30.05 .2017 
f<l~: · · ·.,_\ ·,, --~~ "<11~ qi'f lrft!:rr q;'r l'.'lA Ti ~ ~ 

.. - -., r \ \ 1 ~~ ~<~ .q \3f.'m ~1A Ti ~ / >---./ \,_'---·_>' c'r.f ~ ~T BI 

\'\. ~. 
'·,, ' ' ·-··-' / f.)~ ~II jfll'< ~Cffi fu47.r <i; ~ ii 'lilRT t fi1; 

··-- :;mm:tcrcrrrr <P~ q'; q;rtq; -4600 f.':1tcli -18.04 .2017 "$ £:1Xl ~ 

~~ <i\'t TfWrr 'liT ~''1 T/ x71ffl ~ ~TT'Hifl'<; ~~ ~FIIcfl1 

Ti ~~ Ti ill ~m !!til <li1 f.'l~ m]Rl<~ Fcnm TJ<IT % 
~ zrr;. ·11'} ~ tt F<;; f<1m'! '>fi qfm~1f<l B ~ 

~~~ lW!-.'fn:r '1.1Tl1TWI il. ci~3l<'l ~l '112IT 'i1ro t:iR\1 m! 

t'r ~~ m trT f.N.'i q,~ crr.··T<.">< \:!Trft"-ICI 1t\ i r I 

W'-T \fr \l·cm Cf;l <!'; ;mr <:rtl' -..ft f.ri;ltm flmn 'Tm ~ 
Fcn 'lilt ~1 B ;;rqRelftr <f; <:l<"l <:>4-{l FlTf •'i 7-tf.r '4or Uf[(! 1 

3lJ"'rT ~ fcn <l<m Fc:w ~ii <ill 31JGT<'f"~ t<t 
3~ <nrdcrr~ ~ <n"l <lz'IT qfr ;:;rrt:1 I 

~ 
~ 

3n'! Wliro -mB 
m<1iT'( <t ~ 

lfi'Ticl; - 15/-;ftf<r f.'r0-07-0,-/2017 Cf>TO 6629 ~~ 30.5.2017 
-mt~ - 'l'ffir~T ~ \3'a ~ M q;'r ~ cr$n 
-4600 ~<fl 18.04 .2017 "$ >Rfrr Ti 'lTAl'<-f ~ ~ q,rqf~T ~f11cr I 

10. Needless to say that the issua nce of such 

kinds of order is only a reminder to all the concerned to 



·follow the appropriate dress code \.vhile they ·-attend 

. ' 
·cow't or office as the officers are already awai·e ·· of the 

/ •. ·,,~.. 
dress code as they have been trained on<this aspect. ., 

11. Let a copy of this orcte/be. s·:nt to. the Chief ..··.
,• 

Secretary, Government of Him~s:;'h;ai Pradesh for issuing 

necessary instructioj1s / direC:tio,J..is, 'to all the concen1ed.
\ '. ; 

Compliance report J;ie s,ub;nittect · on or before the next 
. .·.Z' .• ··, 

date ofhearing. (i ( ''·.. ~·_::. 
/'' .•. .,, ··.. 

List on .8.8,. :201,7 : 

('··"" ) J ·-·~ 
/ ··~~.~-..."'\ ·..,~~~/ 


, ..--~, ( ( ') )
. . \. •.._. · :'t' __ ,.-~..· '·...___ ... ·" (Tarlok Singh Chauhan) , 
Judge.\ ~ - )")

\,~·,·-·· "../· 

(Ajay Mohan Goel) , 
Judge. 


