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No.EDN-1 1(8)A(6) -Misc./2015 
Directorate of I I igher Education 
Himachal Pradesh 
Email: college branch@rediffmail.com 
Phone No. 0177-2653120, 2653575. Fax 0177-2812882 

Dated Shimla- 171001 the ~~~~ January, 2018 
To 

1.) The Registrar of Govt. Universitiy of Himachal Pradesh. 

2.) All Principals, 
Govt. Degree I Skt. Colleges, 
Himachal Pradesh. 

Subject: - Regarding Unnat Bharat Abhiyan Programme of Government of India. 

This is in reference to letter 5-1/2016-UBA dated 18.12.2017 received from 

the V.L.V.S.S. Subba Rao Economic Adviser, Ministry of Human Resource Development 

Department of Higher Education UBi\ Cell, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi through the 

Secretary (Education) to the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh on the subject cited above (copy 

enclosed). 

In this connection, it is informed that the Government~1as approved the 

UNNAT BHARAT ABillYAN (UBA) Programme. a Central Sector Scheme to be 

undertaken by the Department of Ilihger Education, Ministry of Human Resource 

Development. The total outlay of the Scheme is Rs. 83.08 crore for three years from 20 17­

2018 to 2019-20. Unnat Bharat Abhiyan has been conceptualised and framed as a fl agship 

programme of the Minsitry of !Iuman Resourse Development to address the twin objectives 

of transformative rura l development and introduction of greater social relevance into the 

higher educati on sector. The Scheme aims to involve higher educational instituti ons which are 

self-motivated by the task of rural ameli oration, have a proven track record in rural 

engagement, and are willi ng to commit their own resources for the preliminary processes like 

field v isits etc. 

In v iew or above, you are directed to circulate the same among faculty member 

under your control. 

Enclosures: As above. 
(Dr. Amar Dev) 
Director of Higher Education 
Himachal Pradesh. 
Email: dir.edu@rediffmail. com 
Ph.No-0177-2656621 



Endst. No. even Shimla the 1qll1 January, 2018 
Copy for information to: - J 

1. 	 The Secretary (Education) to the Government of Himachal Pradesh w.r.t. his letter no 
EDN-A-Ga(17)-2/201G dated 06.01.2018 for information please. 

2. 	 Sh. V.L.Y.S.S. SLtbba Rao Economic Adviser, Ministry of Human Resource 
Development Department of Hihger Education UBA Cell, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 

_ 0.J: information please. 
2.>/lhe Supdt. IT Cell, directorate of Higher Education, llimachal Pradesh w.t.r. to upload 

the same on departmental website. 
4. 	 Guard file. 

Director of 1Jr. Education 
Himachal Pradesh. 
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File No. 5-112016-UBA 


Ministry of Human Resource Development 

Department of Higher Ed ucation 


UBA Cell 


Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 
Dated the 18th December, 2017 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Unnat Bharat Abhiyan Programme of Government oflndia 

The Government has approved the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) Programme , 

a Central Sector Scheme to be undertaken by the Depatiment of Higher Education, 

Ministry of Human Resource Development. The total outlay of the Scheme is Rs. 83.08 

crore for three years from 2017-18 to 2019-20. 

1.1 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan has been conceptualised and framed as a flagship 

programme of the Ministry of Iluman Resource Development to address the twin 

objectives of transfonnative rural development and introduction of greater social 

relevance into the higher education sector. The Scheme aims to involve h igher educational 

institutions which are self-motivated by the task of rural amelioration, have a proven track 

record in rural engagement and are wi lling to commit their own resources for the 

preliminary processes like field visits etc. The implementation of the solutions suggested 

by the Higher Educati onal Institutions in respect of the adopted villages, wou ld be 

executed by the concerned District Adm inistrative authorities from the resources at their 

disposal. 

2 . Functional Objectives 

~v 
\rv .J: a) Every technical institution shall adopt an innovative approach to find so lutions for 

the needs ofthe masses 

b) Students of technical institutions and other professional educationa l institutions ..__ 
wou ld engage and understand the requirements ofthe rural eo le 

c) 	 Iden 1 x1sting innovat1ve ec 1110 og1es, enable customisation of 

technologies, or devise implementation method for innovative solutions, as 

required by the people & reflected by the village and district authorities 

/ d) Non -techni cal institutions like Univers ities, Colleges and Deemed Univers ities 


\VI: ~ ~ill participate in rural processes for understanding a1.;(! contnbuting to social re ­


I}!.? 1)wb r}ngineering and locating solutions for rural needs, including fac il itation of 

;/,o,_ ' technological interventions, where feasible 


e) All solutions shall be sustainable ,implementable, sca lab le and acceptable 


U f) There would be no top-down imposition of technological solutions and all 


Y:J·-,'i\}1~ I . solutions would emanate from a study of villagu_equi_remen.Land articulatecLby ----- ­
_______,_ Panchayats and District authorities- ­
----------g)- There shall be clear pei-forn, a=-=:-:cc:: u•t p::-:=-= . --------=-------"'---'"----~--==~ n ec-:o::-:u.,.,t-=p-= -=aram=-=e:-;t-=-er=s: ­
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~. I I ht.: LJI3t\ would bt.: rmpkmcntcd through two vel ticals, the technical and the 

non- tL·chniL::rl insti tu tions. l3oth wou ld engage with rural nrclls and arrive at so lutions to the 

imrn~d i :1te and critiL:a lnecds of the peop le. In situations where tcchnolor.y is the -..<~lutinn, the 

institutions wou ld look at harnessing existing techno logies to cater to the rclprircrncnt of' the 

vill:1gc :md work tnw<m.ls obtain ing the same for customising in tile vi l lage, in co-nrdin:ttion 

with the district <lllthnrities. Entire linancial assistance f()r runding the solutions wmrltl llO\\ 

rr ·pm the cfi strid au thorities, with lJI~A funding a small portinn of the financial gap. UBA 

component of" the resources ror customising or instnlling an e:\.isting technology would be 

provid~.:d to the..: insti tutions through :1 cha llenge nH.:tlwd. ''hen.: the institution would need to 

project the need :md bid I'm the f'unds. n flcr due projection of the tcquircmcnL and approval of 

District f'unding f'rom the Distril..l authoritit.:s, so that a portion of nny gap in finances can be 

provided by lJI3/\, as p..:r tht.: limit prescribed. l11c programme predominantly aim to 

c..:oncentrJtc on cu:;tumising the pkthoru or existing technological solutions in the chosen rural 
an;as, apart from also attempting various non-tcchmcal solutiuns to secure an overall 

amelioration in the village scenario. 

3.2 The non-technical institutions like Uni,·crsities, Deemed L nivcrsilies, ivlanagcmcnt 

Institutions etc. would particip<llc in the LJI3/\ by way of field study, awareness gcncration, 

social rc-cngineering and also loc•1tron or solutions , both teclmir<ll and managerial, to the 

problems or the villages. Non-technical institutions also have a great role to play in the 

customisnti on of technologies in a socially acceptab le manner, apart f'rorn themselves locat ing 

ideal technologies f"rorn the vast basket o f' rural technologies ava ilable nil over the country. 

3.3 T here shall be an open call to all the Higher Educational Institutions to patticipate, 

rather than the adoption of a pick-and-choose method. Selection of institutions shall be based 

on challenge method, according to the fulfilment of criteria like adequacy of qualified 

faculty, campus, faci l ities & academic merit, adequacy in number of students, work done in 

rural areas by the institution, proven aptitude of faculty for rural development etc. The 

insti tution would be requ ired to provide its background in an authenticated manner with 

names of vi llages, intervened, nature o f work done, any recognition for rural work received, 

number of faculty members with demonstrated rural experience & understanding of rural 

processes etc. 

Year Number of technical institutions 
2017-18 250 

2018-19 1000 

2019-20 1500 

Year Number of Non-tech nical 

-- ­ -­ -­ - 1---rnstitutions -
20 1-7-18 . 500 

- -
20 18-1 9 2000 

. 2019- 10 3000 
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3.4 Institutions would be selected for each year separately. Institutions which have 

participated in the previous year can also apply for the next year. with a different set of 

villages. 

3.5 Identified institutions would engage at the field level, assess the need and 

select innovative solutions for the problems identified. The expenditure towards village 

visits, travel, meetings etc. would be borne entirely by the educational institution . The 

cost of implementing the solutions wou ld be met by the District adm inistration from the 

resources already available with them. However, based on the recommendations of the 

Expert Groups, some small funding would be provided by UBA, more to meet the gaps in 

the financing the customisation of solutions at ground level. 

3.6 Solutions selected have to be acceptable to the vil lage community/Gram 

Panchayat and the cost of customisation shall be met from the Gram Panchayat Budget or 

from other Govt schemes. However, gaps in funding for customisation would be provided 

on the recommendation of the Expert Groups constituted. 

4. Nature oflnterventions by Higher E ducational Institutio ns 

There would be a monitorable concept of an Unnat Gram in terms of a set of pre-defined 

measurab le or identifiable indicators such as ODF, absence of open sewerages & garbage, 

availability of pure drinking water, facilit ies for solid & liquid waste management, bio­

energy facilities, adequate spread of perennial green trees, avenues for skill development, 

livelihood prospects, pr0vision of electricity with working street lights, high level of 

literacy, good schools with e-Learning facility, broadband connectivity, e-Gram 

Panchayat, and an overa ll positive environment. The above scenario is realisable only if 

the Indian v illage is transformed into an ecosystem that is not de-linked from the 

development process of the country. The institutions would offer their inputs factoring in 

all the existing Government schemes in operation and indicating convergence where 

feasib le. 

5. Selection of the Ins titutions & Furihcr Processes 

5.1 Higher Educational Institutions would be selected after recetvmg on! ine 

responses to an open advertisement for pat1icipation in Unnal Bharat Abhiyan. The 

selection would be based on a Challenge Method. The number of best & most eligible 

institutions selected would be 250 technical institutions for 2017-18, 1000 in 2018-19 

and 1500 in 2019-20. FUither, up to 500 non-technical institutions v.-ill be selected for 

2017-18 , 2000 in 2018-19 and 3000 in 2019-20. The Ministry would intimate the 

concerned District Collectors about the villages identified by the Institutions. 

5.2 Selection of institutions would be followed by a training and orientation 

programme to expose the institutions to rural engagement mechanisms, rural technologies 

and practices in vogue etc. The orientation sessions will be organised by the National 

--------Coordinating-In::;titution-. -­
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S.3 ldcntilic:1tion of solutions by the Institutions wou ld take place af"tcr :1 
qu:liitatin: cng:1gellll'lll with the rural people, local bodies, district authorities :111d 
oht:1ining :1 ck:n· in~ight in!\) the problems nnd req uirements o l' the adopted villngcs. The 
sulu l iun~ proposl'd \\'Ollld be uploaded in the \ I I~/\ portal giving a clear statt:lllelll of" the 
pmhk111. prnpnsed ~ulutitlll, \\ith proof· or I"Ctlllin:llll'llt & \\ illi ngncss to f"und the so lut ion 
by the l)istrict :1uthmifies, cost o l'tl1e so lution etc. which wuuld he vcrilicd by the Subject 
1·::-.pcrt (I roup (Sl·:c i) ln stittilio11s constitutcd. Aller verili cation or the proposed so lutio ns 
by the Sl :tis, :1ssistanu: wuuld be recommemlcd by Sl~(; up Lo Rs. I lakh per technology 
!'or sclcct iPil o r the tcl.'illlic:d so lutions and Rs. 50,000/- per village for customisation of 
any existing solutions in vil1:1gc. This amount is only towards meeting a portion of the gap 
in fund availability For the non-technical institutions carrying out awareness & 
sc n s iti ~.ltio11 programmes and also participating in spreading knowledge of improYed 
pr:1ctin:s and processes, a token amount of Rs. 10,000 per village \\ould be released, on 
cone I us ion of visits and repo1ting of interventions. 

5 A The solutions selectedfcustomiscd would be sustainable. innovative. 

irnplcmcntable and scalable. There is no scope fnr P'ere lab prqjccls or pro!o-t~ pes and nil 
so lutions should have been tested at licld le\e,. There '~ould al-,n bt.: no scope for 

Institutions to suggest solutions in the form of provision of subsidies, provision of funds 

!'or implcmcnlalion, financing research proposals or projects for construction of 

infl"ilS!ructurc ror l'unding f"rom Ul3/\. Long term resea rch pmjccts/Fcllowshjps of any 

kind, cost on PhD programmes, selling up laboratories/centres, Exhibitions &similar 

events, Workshops (except when Ml IRD conducts Workshops) and capital/construction 

e:-.pcnditure or any sort, also do not attract UBA funding. All selected solu tions are to be 
customised in the village with the assistance of the Gram Panchayat and outcomes to be 

recorded by the institutions. A web based monitoring system would be in place with all 

progress uploaded on the Porta l by the institutions along with photographs. 

5.5 A UBA Sammelan would be held towards the end of the exercise each year to 
celebrate and showcase the successes where the best institutions and the concerned 
District Collectors would be awarded. 

6. Roles of Various Stakeholder Institutions/Committees 

6.1 The Higher Educational Institutions participating in UBA are expected to be 
motivated for the cause of rural engagement, driven by the desire to effect solutions to 
rural needs, augment their course & research content into socially required channels and 
possess the aptitLide to leverage the exposure being provided to rural processes for the 
benefit of their students & faculty. In line with the above, they would be expected to meet 
the cost oftravel ,stay at village & other operational expenses on their own; award credits 
to the students involved in UBA ; allow use of their labs for developing solutions ; meet 
additional cost, if any, for selection of solutions ; accept only the token financial 

--------;contributions-being-ma~ byUBAanrrentiM-ed in ~a~paragraphs. ---­

6.2 fie Jaenflflea SliDJecf Expert Group InstitutiOns would lena any operatiO?ial 
expertise sought by the institutions engaged in the village. exercise. They would be 
provided some basic funding for hiring contract man power in carrying out the task of 
identifying solutions, assisting in their customisation and monitoring. No funding for 
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creation of Centres etc. is permitled under UBA. The SEGs funded by Central 
Govemment would also devote a portion of their nonnal Budget for UBA activities. The 
role of SEGs would be to approve the solutions proposed for se lection & customisation , 
including their part funding and monitor the customisation process. 

6.3 The National Co-ordination Institution ( llT De lhi) would function under the 
overall guidance of MHRD and the National Committee. lt would be responsible for the 
overall mon itoring & co-ordination of the programme, maintenance of the p01tal and 
monitoring system, constituting the Subject Expert Groups (SEGs) with the approval of 
the National Committee and MHRD. The National Co-ordinator will serve as the single 
po int reference to MHRD for providing al l infonnalion and data sought in respect of UBA 
implementation,_liT Delhi , the current National Co-ord inator would also dedicate a 
portion of its B udget for UBA 

6.4 The National Committee on UBA would provide overall advice in respect of 
the process, review and monitoring of the programme, in accordance with the scheme 
parameters prescri bed and approved under UBA. The Committee \VOuld meet hal f yearly 
to review p rogress. The advice of the National Steering Committee would be fully aligned 
to the scope of the UBA, as approved. The National Committee would also have 
representatives from Ministries of Rural Development, Panchayat Raj, D/o Land 
Resources, Drinking Water & Sanitation and a few other related Mini stries/Departments. 

7. DBA Budget 

The programme would be funded fully from Government of India Budget and the annual 

funding pattern/outlays under different beads/categories is as fo llows: 

- -­

C os t (Rs Iakh) 
2017 2018 2019 

Item Detail -18 -19 -20 Total 
Orientation of the facu lty 111 lnstitutionsX2 
identification ofthe projects facu ltyXI dayXRslOOO 15 60 90 165 
Maintenance of the portal by 
AISHE and liT Delhi Rs. 10 lakhs a year 10 10 10 30 
Subject Expert Groups (12 12 groupsXIO 
groups) - wages for personnel membersX30 
hired daysXRs.5000 180 180 180 540 
Assistance for selection of 
technologies ( 75, 350 & 700 
items cap each year based on 
demand at village level towards Each technology XRs. 
gap in cost only) 1 lakh 75 350 700 1125 
Assistance for customisation of 
solutions (500, 1000 & 1000 Each solution X 
vi llages cap each year) Rs.50,000 250 500 500 1250 
Assistance for awareness, GPDP 
study, need assessment etc. to all 
technical instJtutions ( cap at -

-250,-1000 &-1500 institutions X Token amount of- Rs. 
5 villages each) 10,000 per village 125 500 750 1375 

- -
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-- ------

i\ssistann: I'm awa reness, GPDP 
study, need assessment etc. to all 
1HIn-IL'Li 111 ica I insti tutions ( cap 
at 500, :?.000 & 3000 institutions Token amount or i{s. 

X 5 vi li<Jgt:s C<lch) 
 !()()()'.2~0 1500I 0,000 r::<: r vill:t~L: ~750 

N;1 t ional Coord inator - office For csscnti;il ol'lltT 

:111d monitming 
 _Sllj1jiOI timon i_t~_:ring_ 15 30 45 90 

~ -

Publ icity, lll3!\ S;11111m: I;111, 


workshops & n.:eurd ing -.lu.:ccss 

stor ies 
 Mill{!) lll mlministcr 50 100 150 1300- . --

Solutinn!S (!_iJ Rs.500U 

l·:va luittion uf'solutions 
 each 28 65 75 i168 

For release to liT 
S\Y<.H:hllla 1\ction Plan Madras 240 1240 

?'_)!V1 iseel laneous Expenditure I 100;-\ 150 j~75 
Tota l 1023 313:< I 41:<o Jos 

7.1 Modalities of F und Release 

l·\111ds under the programme would be released (for item~; other th<.111 Publicity, UBI\ 
Sammt:lan, S\\'<H.:hhta Action Plan, as mentioned in statement above) on a quarterly basis, 
first to liT Delhi, to be in turn released to the Institutions through the EAT (Expenditure 
Assessment Transfer) Module or liT Delhi. [)I Delhi, as the National Co-ordinator, 
would cnnblc the institutions joining UBA to get enabled under the EAT \11odule, 
immediately after their joining the programme. Fund releases would be based on quantum 
and quality of utili sation. 

~~-
V.L.V.S.S. Subba Rao 

Economic Adviser 

Tel: 011-23384245 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

E mail: s u b ba.r aoGl @ nic.i n 

To 

Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Krishi Bhawan, New Delh i 

Secretary, Ministry ofPanchayat Raj, Sardar Patel Bhawan, New Delhi 

Secretary , Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO 

Complex, New Delhi 

Principal Secretaries,J ligher Education ofall-States & UTs - k;v 

Principal Secretaries, !t\ tral .J:?eJ~loJ?j11ent of all States & UTs ~~ 

Director, liT Delhi---~~\V\ 'r ..r/ -"------- ­
PSO to Secretary (HE), Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi ? 3 2.6 ~c:;: 2> 

PPS to Special Secretary (HE), Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi :_~?:.? G<;:"s;?_,.(' r)


''l~ I~ 
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9. 	 All Bureau Heads in Department of I Iigher Education, MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, Ne'\ 
Delhi 

Copy to: 

I. 	 PS to Han 'ble Minister, HRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi -')q 2 bS" <;: 2 (_ 1 c;) 
2. 	 PS to Hon'ble MaS, llighcr Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi -:>U b) 
3. 	 Additional Secretary, PMO (Dr. Tarun Bajaj), South Block, New Delh i 
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