HE (21) B (15) 04/2023- Hostel-
Directorate of Higher Education
Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-1

Dated: Shimla-171001, the February, 2025

To . | | 17 FEB 2025
All the Deputy Directors of Higher Education,

in Himachal Pradesh. -

Subject: - Regarding effective implementation of National Menstrual Hygiene Policy for
School Going Girls in the Hostels sanctioned under Hostel component of PM-
AJAY.

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of letter No.-5-13/2022-Wel. Hostel-110
dated: 03.01.2025 along with Hon’ble Supreme Court Order in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 1000/2022,
dated 12.11.2024 received from the Directorate of Empowerment of SC, OBC, Minorities & The
Specially Abled, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-9 on the subject cited above.

In this connection, you are hereby directed to issue necessary direction to all the
hostels of schools under your control to supply the report to this Directorate within two days through

return E-mail on the prescribed performa as under:-

S. Name of Point Reply
No. | Schools/Institution

1 Whether free sanitary pad-to every
female child studying between classes to
6 to 12 are being provided ?

2 Whether a separate toilet for females in
residential school/hostel is available ?

Treat it as most urgent

4 Director of Higher Education
Himachal Pradesh
Endorsement No. Even, Dated: Shimla-1, the February, 2025
Copy to;

1. Joint Director, Directorate for Empowerment of SCs, OBCs, Minorities & the Specially Abled, Himachal
Pradesh refer to their letter number referred above
\,2./ The Technical Officer (Computer/IT Cell), Directorate of Higher Education, Himachal Pradesh to upload
the letter on Departmental Website.
3. Guard file.
-t Director 6f Higher Education
., Himachal Pradesh
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Directorate for Empowerment of SCs, OBCs, Minorities ™~ ’ .
& the Specially Abled, Himachal Pradesh. L) 6 l >N
t ;
!
To
T irector,
igher Education
Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-171001
Dated: ' g e s Shimla-9
U, f\.l Fa
Subject:- Regarding effective implementation of National Menstrual Hygiene
Policy for School Going Girls in the Hostels sanctioned under Hostel
component of PM-AJAY.
Sir,

On the subject cited above a letter No. HC-11018/6/2024-PMAJAY dated
04-12-2024, has been received from Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment Shastri
Bhawan, New Delhi vide which it has been requested to implement the of National Menstrual

Hygiene Policy for school going girls in the hostels sanctioned under Hostel component of PM-
AJAY.

In this regard, you are requested to go through the content of letier and
provide compliance report on the implementation of the directions of the Hor’ble Supreme Court
to this Directorate immediately so that same can be provided to the Government.

Your Faithfully,

N
\ AN
' JointDirector,
Empowerment of SCs, OBCs, Minorities
& the Specially Abled, Himachal Pradesh$
Endst. No: As Above Dated:- - Shimla-9
Copy to:- The Secretary SJ&E to the Government of H.P with reference to your office letier

No.SJE-B-F04/9/2023-119133 for informatior. /

Joint Director,
Empowerment of SCs, OBCs, Minorities

[\ S\ / ' & the Specially Abled, Himachal Pradesh
€ / \'/
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Madam,

-/Th,e Director,

No. SJE-B-F04/9/2023-119133
Government of I limachal Pradesh, \(;’? AND w,l?\
Department of Social Justice & Empowerm

Secretary (SJ&lY) (o the
Government of .. Shimla-2.

Empowerment ol SCs, OBCs & Minorities & Spec1a11y Abled, j
SDA Complex Kasumpti Shimla — 171009

Dated  Shimla-2, the ]:\%December, 2024.

Regarding effcctive implementation of National Menstrual

Hygiene Policy for School Going Girls in the Hostels sanctioned
under Hostel component of PM-AJAY.

[ am directed cnclose herewith a copy of letter No. HC-

11018/6/2024-PMAJAY dated 04.122024 along with its enclosers received from Under
Secretary to the Govt. of India, Ministry of SJ&E, Department of SJI&E (PM-AJAY) on
the subject cited above and to request you to look into the matter and send the
compliance report to this office immediatly.

“This may be trcated as Most Urgent”.

Yours faithfully,

Ik
(Jeewan Singh)

Joint Secretary (SJ&E) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh
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G, HO-TTO18/6/2024-PMAJAY
Government of india
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Department of Social Justice and L.’npo\.\ erment
(PM-AJAY)

Shastr: Bhawan, New Delhi-110001
' Dated: (M. ] 2.2\)24

1O

(i) The Principal Secretaries/Secretaries in  charge ol Social
Welfare/Scheduled Castes Welfare Department in the State/UT of
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhatisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya  Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha,
Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Pripure, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and West Bengal

i

tnd Phe Regisirar, Central Umiversitics (as per the lish

Subjectl:- Effeclive implementation of National Menstrual
Hygiene Policy for School-Goeing Girls in the Hostels sanctlioned
under Hostel Component of PM-AJAY -req.

A

Yy 5 o

pe
3] ]ilb‘l_b-ll{ [ am directed to forward herewith an O.M. No0.Z-28020/3/2023-CH
ﬁ(,_ﬁjé by, (copyv enclosed) dated 15" Nov. 2024 from Ministry of Health & Fam
Welfare vide which it has been informed that in (mm)hw“u with the
vz/ Hon'ble Supreme Court’s directions pdssod on 12.11.2024 in the WP
F000/2022, the Ministry ol Health and Family Wellare (MoHEFW) Emc'i
framed the National Menstrual Hygiene Policy for school going girls.

-
Iy

Sinee tois deportment amplements PMAAJAY sebome unaer which

of Lthe componenl s “(\wv' Im‘ SC Girls, the implemoenting
netes are roguested Lo ensure that the directives of Hen'blo SO s

v followed in the Girls Hostels constructed under gra
i PAVEALAY and erstwhile BJRCY of Department of Sacia

© R Y ER K ERE y p eyl

}

I{JA_U.'L' g0 A comphance report on the implementation of the direclicas of

< Hon'bie Supreme Court in vour sState/UT/Central University may be
urnished to this Department within a month positivelv.

Yours f

.gn H:

nder Secratarn 1o the Gove, ol nd

S | i & s L -~
! AN SOWak Batiiaen



Copy to the following for information and necessary action:-

B Ms. Nutan Topno, Under secretary (Child Health),
and Family Welfare, Nirman Bhavan. - Now Dellh
under reference.

i) PPS to Secretary (SJENPPS to ASIAKG)PPS 1o
JS(RC)

A
v

6
Vel

linistry of Health
e Motil'Ww OM

A (CKD), PPS to
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Qovernment of {ndia
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
(Chlld Health Section)
Mirman Bhawan, Naw Dk

Dated 15 Novembar, 20724

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Development of Minlstry-Specific Actlon Plans for the Roll-Out of the Nafions)
Menstrunl Hyglene Policy for Schaol-Gelng Glrls-reg.

Ref: Supreme Court Order in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 100072022, dated 12-11-2024

The undersigned is directed to state that in compliance with the Supreme Court's directlons iy
the WP 100072022, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) had framed the Natlonal
Menstrusl Hygiene Policy for school going girls.,

2. Fellowing the laiest hearing on the matrer, the directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Cougt dated
Fath Moy 2024 (copy antached) for the eMective roll-oul of this policy would each line Minisiry o
drmiw up comprehensive action plan to facllitate the roll-out and effective 'imchmcntaiion of this

policy,
k3 In this regard, your Ministry Is requested o

LFormulate a Ministry-specific actlon plan detalling roles, responsibitities, and timalines 1o

gddress your domaln's reguirements under the poliey.

ii.Collaborate wlth relevant stakeholders (o align objectives and sddress cross-sectorl

challenges, such as Infrastructure, supply chaln management, and communlty engagement,

M eany Hi.Foeus on ewarencss and sensitizatien efforts to premote safe menstrual hyglens
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Under Secreiary to the Govt. of india
Tel: 011.23062550/23063459

|..

Encl.: As above.

To

e

I =

Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, Minlstry of Education.

Secretary, Depariment of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti,

Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development,

Secretary, Minlstry of Epvironment, Forest and Climate Change.

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affalrs.

Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fenilizers.
Secreiary, Minlstry Rural Development.

Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban AfTalrs,

Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food

and Public Distribution.

. Secretary, Department of Consumer AfTairs, Minisiry of Censumer AfTairs, Food and Tublic

Distribution

. Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Soclal Justice and

Empowsrment
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ITEM NO.30 COURT NO.15 SECTION PIL-W

f

SUPREME COURT O0F 1I¥ D IA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(Civil)  No.1880/20272

DR, JAYA THAKUR Petitioner(s)
YERSUS
SOVERNMENT OF INDTA & 0ORS. Respondent (s)

Date : 12-11-2024 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE J.B. PARDIWALA
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE PANKAJ MITHAL

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Varun Thakur, Adv.
Hr. Deepak Goel, Adv,
Mrs. Tanuj Bagga Sharma, Ady,
Mr. Ramkaran, Adv.
Or. M.K. Ravi, Adv.
Mr. Manoj Kumar Khanna, Adv.

3

MA5, Varun Thakur & Associates, AOR

For Respondent(s) Mrs, Alshwarya Bhati, A.5.G,
Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, A.S.G.
Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR

. Veer Vikrant Singh, Adv.

Mr. Rohit Pandey, Ady.

Ms. Shradha Deshmukh, Adv.

ir. Manish Kumar, AOR
“r. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.

Arjun D Singh, Adv,
LN A =

- -y - A I
SE. O ANKLIta Sharma, AQR

Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
e Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
.y Mr. Dhruv Yadav, Adv.

Abhimanyu Tewari, AgR
Me, Eliza Barr, Adv,
5 4 ~
Wil L85y WU



Mr .
Ms .
M3 .

M,
M5,
s,

Mr.

Mr.
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Mr,
Mr.
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Mr.

Mr.

M3,
Ms.
Mr.
H4s.
Mr.

M.
Ms,

Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Hr.

M5,

Prashant Bhagwati, Adv.
Devyani Bhatt, Adv.
Neha Singh, Adv.

Yaibhav Srivastava, A.A.G.
Sugandha Anand, AOR
Rajnandani, Adv.

Bhargav Ravikumar, Adv.

Nishe Rajen Shonker, AUR
Anu K Joy, Adv.
Alim Anvar, Adv.

Mrinal Gopal Elker, AOR
Abhimanyu Singh- G.a., Adv.
Abhijeet Pandove, Adv.
Chhavi Khandelwal, Adv.

Ravindra Chingle, Adv.

Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.

Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR

Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
Karun Sharma, Adv.
Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.

Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
T.k. Nayak, Adv.

Marbiang Khongwir, Adv.
Vikas Bansal, Adv.

siddhesh Shirish Kotwal, AOR

K. Enatoli Sema, ACR
Limayinla Jamir, Adv.
Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
Prang Newmai, Adv.

Karan Sharma, AOR

Akshat Kumar, AOR
Anubha Dhulia, Adv.

Amit Anand Tiwari, Sr. A.A.G.

Sabarish Subramanian, AOR
Devyani Gupta, Adv.

ishnu Unnikrishnan, Adv.
Tanvi Anand, Adv.

W.P.(CiNo.1060/2
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W.P,(C)No.2800/2e22

Mr. C Kranthli Kumar, Adv.
r. Saushriya Havelia A, Adv,
Mr, Danish Saifi, Adv.

Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanan, ACR
Mr. Aniket Singh, Adv.

Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.

Ms. Madhumita Bhattacharjee, AOR
Mg, Debarati Sadhu, aAdy.

M3z, Srija Choudhury, Adv.

Hr. Anant, Adv,

Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.

Ms . Kanu Agrawal, Adv.

Mr. Vatsal Joshi, Adv.

Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.

Krishna Dubey, Adv.

Mr. S.N. Tredal, AOR

Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.

Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv,

is. Mrinal Elkar Mazumdar, Adv.
Ms. Sansriti Pathak, Adv.

Mr. Apoorv Kurup, Adv.

ir. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AQR
he Court made the following

¢
ORDER
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1 the counset
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nete on 108%™ April 2023, this Court passcd the

following order:-

1 The petitioner, who 1s a social worker, nas
nstituted a petition under Article 32 of the
0 i in public interest seeking a direction (o
the Union of India, the States and

to ensure the provision of (i) free
avary ftemale child i s an
ISR :
B 5
Apracrt
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SELLILION  under Article 32 are not exhaustive of Lne

subject, the petition raises important issues of public
interest bearing on the need for sanitaticn and
menstrual hygiene for females who are studying in
schools.

2 Hotice was issued on 28 November 20.22.

4 A counter affidavit has been filed by the uUnion
Government as well as by some States.

5 We nave heard Mr Varun Thakur, counsel for the
petitioner and Ms Aishwarya Bhati, Additional Solicitor
General for the Union of India.

6 The counter affidavit which has been filed by the
Union of India indicates that three Ministries of the
Union Government, namely, the Ministries of Health and
Family ¥Welfare, Jal Shakti and Education deal with f“e
subject matter, to the extent to which they fall withi
their own domains. At the same time, 1t has b@en
submitted that the States have also a vital t
play since education and health are State subjectls.

7 At the present stage, we are of the considered view
that 1t would be appropriate 1if che Union Government
engages with all the State governments and Union
Territories to ensure that a uniform national policy is
formulated with sufficient leeway for the States and
Union Territories to make adjustments, based on the
prevailing conditions in their territories.

8 Bearing in mind the importance of the issue which has
been raised, we direct that all States and Union
Territories must submit their menstrual hygilene
management strategies and plans which are being
executed either with the help of funds provided by the
Central Government or through theilr own funds o ihe
Mission Steering Group of the Naticnal Health #ission
within a period of four weeks.

g The Mission Steering Group
national guidelines based on the eaxpe
of the previous decade or so. Foy
nominate the Secretary in the

Family Wwelfare as the nodal
coordination with all the other

and with the State govermments and
Territories.




19 A?Sft from the above direction, the States and Uniaen
Territories shall also indicate to the Mission Steering
Group of the MNational Health Mission the appropriate
ratio of female toilets for residential and non-

residential schools for their respective territories.
All States and Union Territories shall also indicate
the steps which have been taken to provide for the
availability of low cost sanitary pads and vending
machines in schools and for appropriate disposal
mechanisms. Besides making a provision for ensuring the
availability of low cost sanitary pads and veiding
machines in all schools, they shall also ensure that
disposal mechanisms are available in schools/school
complexes with enrollment of female students in upper
primary, sccondary and higher secondary classes for
safe disposal of sanitary pads.

11 An updated status report shall be placed on the
record by the Union Government after three months.

12 List the Petition on 24 July 2023."

2. we are informed that in pursuance of the directions issued by
this Court as contained in para 7 of the Order referred to above,

the Union of India has framed National Policy as regards “Menstruat

r 1 3

Hygiene for Schocl Soing Girls”. The policy talks about the visicn,
pPjecticns, thae target the policy

{

programmes and in the last the rules and responsibilities of the
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rned ASG submitted that still much
is required to bLe done for proper and effective implementation of

the policy. The learned ASG informed the Court that the HMinistry of

Uaalthy £ Tamd? ey ¥ F oy g Lyl AraEad aa e R the Qtaree//UTe Foare
Acattn & Family Wolfare shall coordinate with the States/Uts foo
. g
’ ) AN oapective action plans ensuri 0inat o o 5 S
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overnment  and  Goverhment-Aided  Schools, In addirian, 217
1. % - A 4 oae w o o by 2 “ - . g
: sholder Ministries shall ensure that action plans i

ilitate the roll out and effective implementation of the pulicy

g

are duly drawn up. Special attention shall he given for
sensitization and awareness activities for promoting safe menstrual
hygiene practices in all the schools. |

4, O0n the other hand, the learned counsel for the netiticner

omitted that the policy framed by the Union of India in no manner

tri

takes care of the reliefs prayed for in the petition. Apart from
this, according to the learned counsel, there are glaring
inconsistencies in the data relied upon in the policy documents,
The learned counsel pointed out that the last sub-para in clause 3
Introduction (last two lines from bottom), it has been stated that
this improvement 1is largely due to lincreased awareness and
accessibility of sanitary products, with €4.5% of girls using
sanitary napkins, 48.3% wusing cloth and 15.2% wusing locally
prepared napkins”. According to the learnsd counsel appearing for
tne petitioner, the said data is incorrect as the total of all the
thrae categories comes to 129%. According to the learnecd counsel,

it the data relied upon by the Union of India for the purpose of

o

framing the policy is incorrect, it wili be difficu

tives. Learned counsel submitted that the Union of Indin
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e directed to correct its data and ascertain as far as possibla
tha ground situation prevailing across  the  country  before
finalizing the policy and implementing the same [t wa g
highiiighted that the poilicy has been framad withou i

o
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information rather without assessing the gre
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5 Learned counsel brought to our notice that during the recent
visit of the petitioner to District Damoh, Madhya Pradesh, the

petiticner found that there were no peons in the schools and there

was ncething like house keeping in government middle schools. TVhe

petiticner also cnquired with different people residing in various
districts and found that the situation was very grim. It was also
there are no facilities

highlighted that to provide sanitary pads

in District Damoh, Madhya Pradesh, especially in middle schools
{age between 12 to 15 years) and in case if any girl would neod

would ask the girl to go home.

& We request Mz, Alshwarya Bhati, the learned ASG to look into
the aspects highilohted by the petitioner referred to above and
clarify the position by the next date of hearing.

7. Post this matter for further hearing on 03.12.2024.

A RIINIYT i\
CHANDRESH)

(CHA (POCJA SHARMA)
COURT MASTER (SH)

COURT MASTER (NSH)




