No. EDN-A-Ka (4)-4/2019

Government of Himachal Pradesh

Department of Higher Education
From

[he Secretary (Education) to the

Government ol Himachal Pradesh
Lo e

. Director of'] {igher Education,
Himachal Pradesh Shimla-17100/1

o Dated,Shimla-2 - the— — 4 Mareh—2021—  — - ——— -

Subject: + Regarding Vidhan ‘Sabha Bye-Election-2021 to 8-Fatehpur
Assembly . Constituency-Observance of Model Code of
Conduct-Removal of Hoardings-Regarding.

| amr directed to enclose herewith a photocopy ol letter No. 3

S20ZT-ELN-569 dated: 02-03-2021 alongwith its enclosures received iren

teral Qtficsr, Himachal Pradesh on the subject eifed abowd
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and o request you to look into the matter and take necessary action
:.-U.'L_'OI'L“:'Hh-;j,|:\’ and send written compliance veport on the prescribed format to the
quarter corcerned.

Yours fl-lilhﬁl”;_\’.
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(Navneet upoor)

Joint Secretary (Hr. Edu.) to the,

A Government of Himachal Pradesh
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Directorate of Hr., Education
Himachal Pradesh

ﬁ €]z [ o))
Endst. No.EDN-HE(1)B(6)-1/98-4-11 Dated Shimla— 171001 the
Copy for information and further necessary action is forwarded to:-
I. The Joint Secretary (Hr. Edu.) to the Govt. of HP, Shimla-2 w.r.t. No.EDN-A-Kha (4)-4/2019
dated 8" March, 2021.

. The Chief Electoral Officer, Himachal Pradesh 38-SDA Complex, Kasumpti, Shimla-9 w.r.t,
letter No.3-8/2021-ELN-369 dated 02.03.2021.

The Additional Director of Hr. Education (Admn.), H.P.

The Addl. Director of Hr. Education (C ), H.P,

The Joint Director of Hr. Education, C-1/ C-1I/ Inspection/ Schools H.P,

The Joint Controller (F&A), Dte. of Hr., Education, H.P.

The OSD(C)/ OSD (Skt.) Directorate of Hr. Education, H.P,

The DDO, Directorate of Higher Education, Shimla, H.P.-1.

The Deputy Director of Higher Education Kangra at Dhramshala with the remarks to take
Surther necessary action in the matter accordingly / strict compliance.
10. All the Principals of the Govt. Degree Colleges situated in Fatehpur Assembly Constituency with

the direction that to take further necessary action in the matter accordingly (as per sr.no.-9).
I'l. The PS to the Director of Higher Education, H.P.
12. All the Principals of GSSS/GHS in Pradesh situated in Fatehpur Assembly Constituency with
direction that to take further necessary action in the matter accordingly (as per sr.no.-9).
. The Technical Officer, Dte. of Hr. Education, H.P. (for the uploading on deptt. Website.)

14, Guard File.
7/»'4/

Add;{/Director Higher Education (Admn.)
Directorate of Hr.Edu., HP
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T\ Yidhan Sabha Bve-Election-2021
‘ \ o Y Fax/e-maijl/lmme

Election Department, Government of Himachal Pradesh
38-SDA Complex, Kasumpti, Shimla-2

No: 3-8/2021-ELN — 24 ¢ Dated: -7 March, 2021.
From: =K

Chief Electoral Officer,
Himachal Pradesh.

L - | &4
1. All the Administrative Secretaries ~ & c-tloottdar)
to the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-2.
2. The District Election Officer (DC),

Kangra at Dharamshala
Subject: -  Vidhan Sabha Bye-Election-2021 to 8-Fatehpur Assembly Constitusncy

- Qbservance of Model Code of Conduct - Removel

Regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am to say that the bye-election to 8-Fatehpur Assembly Constituency is
likely to be announced very soon by the Election Commission of I:!ia. In pursuance
of provisions of Model Code of Conduct and letters No. 437/6/2071-PLN-11I, dated
8-3-2004, No. 437/6/2004-PLLN-ITI, dated 24-12-2004, No., (37/6/INST/2008
CCa&BE, dated 13-4-2009, No. 3/7/2014/SDR, dated 11-Z ‘.?Ol-i and Ng
3/7/2014/SDR, dated 26-9-2014 of Election Commission of India (copies cnclosed,
continuing display of such hoardings and advertiséments as depict the achievemeants
of the party in power at the cost of public exchequer, even if such Hoardings,
advertiserments or posters were displayed prior to the date of ﬂ{‘lnol!ﬁccrﬂe(wi of
elections, constitutes a violation of the Model Code of Conduct as it provides an undue
ad\/antager to the party in power and has the effect of influencing the voters in favoun
of the party in power. '

Lb ._‘-.-.,._',/Q’__{&. (Exd) You are requested to take necessary action t~ remove csuch
Lijmdd hoardings, banners, posters, wall writings, photographs etc depicting the
achievements of Government / Political parties to enforce the govisions of MCC
vV’ immediatelv after announcement of bye-election from aforcsaid 2-Fatehpur
k--"-'{\f_',w\ AC in view of conduct of fair and free election and send written complicnee rapor
5 on the prescribed format within 24 hours from the announcement of hye-e
\\1 in respect of your department/district about removal of such heardings, banners
\ posters, wall writings, photographs etc. to this department for further submissior

to the Election Commission.

e -.‘.j [‘.b_:_-frs\\j. I Encls: As Above Yours faith Filliy'_,.

Addl, Chief Electeral Officer,
Himachal Pr= isch,
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. Publication of advertisements

INSTRUCTION Sl Neo. 26

Flection Commission's letter NO. 437/6/2004-PLN 11, dated 08.03.2004 addressed to the
Cabinet Secretary. Govt. of India, the gecretary, Ministry of information and
Broadcasting, Govt. of India, the Chief Qecretaries Lo the Govt. of all States and tnian
Territories and copies to Chief Electoral Officers ofall States and Union Territories

Subject: pisplay of advertisements and heardings at the cost of public

excheguer.

[t has come to the notice of the Commission that a number of hoardings
depicting the achipvements of the party in power are heing displayed by the Union
and the States/UT Governments at the cost of public exchequer Your altention is
invited to sub-para (iv) of para V1] - Party in Power- of the Madel Code of Conduct for the

Guidance of Political Parties and Candidates which is as under:-

The party in power whether at the Centre ar iin the States/UTs concerne 1, shall
pnsure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official position fo1
the purposes of its election campaign and in particular—(iv] issue of advertisement al
the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the misuse O
afficial mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of palitical news
and publicity regarding achieyements with a view O furthering the prospect: of the

. \ .
party in power shall be Scrupulously avoided

With the announcement of the schedule of elections to Lok Sabha and the
legislative Assemblies of Andhra pradesh, Karnataka, Orissa and Siklkim on 29"
pehruary 2004 the Model Code of Conduct came into force immediately. The
continuing display of such hoardings and advertisements at the cost of public

od prio

exchequer, cven if such Hoardings, advertisements oF posters wWere displa
to the date of announcement of elactions, constitutes a violation of the Model Code
of Conductas it provides an undue advantage to the party in power and has the effect

of influencing the voters i tavour of the party in power,

The Commission directs that all such hoardings, advertisements. ete. on
display shall he removed forthwith by the concerned authorities and A

compliance report furnished to the Commission.

The Commission has also directed that no advertisements should be igsned

in the newspapers and other media including electronic media at the cost af public
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exchequer during the election pm‘md and the Misuse of mass media during the electioh :
period For partisan coverage of political NEWS and puhlicity regarding achievements |
with a view to furthering the prospects of the party N power should be serupulousiy ‘|
avoided. L
. |
All ?‘ﬂﬂl‘lglT'i(:‘S/D?Dal‘l,ﬂ'lf:'l"l‘,.‘;’fl“‘[-ii_"t'fw' of the Centl al Government and the ‘,
t

State Governments may be informed of this directive of the Commission fo

immediate compliance.



INSTRUCTION S1. No. 30

Election Commission’s letter No. 437/6/2004-PLN 111, dated 24.12.2004 addressed tn
the Chief Secretaries/Chiefl Electoral Officers af Bihar & [harkhand

Subject: - Display of advertisements and hoardings at the cost of public

exchequer,

It has come to the notice of the Commission that a number of hoardings depicting
the achievements of the party in pawer are displayed during the run up to the elections by
the State Government/Union Government at the cost of public exchequer. Your attention
is invited to sub-para (iv) of para VIT - 'Party in Power'- of the Model Code of Canduct

for the Guidance of Political Parties and Candidates which is as under: -

"The party in power whether at the Centre or in the States/UTs concernad, shall
ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official positinn for the

purposes of its election campaign and in particular-

(iv)  Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and
other media and the misuse of official mass media during the election periad fm
partisan coverage of political news and publicity regarding achievements with & view to

furthering the prospects of the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided.”
g prosp part I )

& With the announcement of the schedule of elections to the Legislative
Assemblies of Bihar, Haryana and Jharkhand on 17 December, 2004, the Mod | Code
of Conduct came into force immediately. The continuing display of such hoardings
and advertisements at the cost of public exchequer, even if such hoardings,
advertisements or posters were displayed prior to the date of announcenent ol
elections, constitutes a vialation of the Model Code of Conduct as it provides an unduc
advantage to the party in power and has the effect of influencing the voters in favour ol

the party in power.

3. The Commission has directed that those hoardings, advertisements, etc, put up by
the Government which purpart to give general information or convey general messages o
the masses on family planning, social welfare schemes etc. may be allowed to be
displayed. However, all those hoardings, advertisements, etc. which seek ar purport te
project the achievements of any living political functionaries or political party anc which
carry their photos or name ar party symbol should be removed forthwith as no palitical
functionary or political party can use public resources and incur or authorize expenditure

from public exchequer to eulogise himself or itsell ov enhance his/its own or any political

T




leader's personal image. Such hoardings, ete. undoubtedly amount ta their

individual/party election campaign at public cost.

4, The Commission has also directed that no advertisements should hereafte
he issued in the newspapers and other media, including electronic media, at the
cost of public exchequer during the election period and the misuse of mass media
during the election period for partisan coverage of political news and publicity

regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the party in

npower shonld be scrupulously avoided.

5. All Departments/Offices of the State Government may he informed of this

directive of the Commission for inmediate compliance.

6. The receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.
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ELECTION CORRMISSION OF INDLA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

slection felated advertisements through hoardings, hanners, posters etc. The =aic!

inctructions mainly deal with advertisements on static property and regarding disg

Dated: 260 Sepl, 2014

No. 3/7/2014/SDR/

Ta,
The Chief Flectoral Officers of
All States and UTs.

sub:  General Instructions on election related advertisemants and defacement of
property- instructions regarding display of advertisements on govt, ;wned
vehicles,

Sir/Madam,

The Commission’s circular letter Mo, 3/7/2008/15-11/, dated 7" Octoher, 2008

contains the instructions and guidelines to be followed in the matter of disnlay ol

Yav

of flags and stickers on private vehicles.

nstiart

The issue of display aof advertisements on buses of State Road Tra

soratians and Mumcipal Corporations have been raised hofore the Commiz:on
In some cases, there are provisions for advertisement-panels on the buses for dispiay
of advertisements. There may be cases where such advertisement-panels are let nut

ar

location to various clients during certain periods 25 o

Cory

to advertising agencies for al

the contract entered into by them.
The Commission has considered the issue whether palitical advertiserment
(SRTC) buses

sermitted to be displayed on State Road Transport Corparation

may be |

and ather State owned vehicles. The Commission has eyamined the mattar in its

entirety keeping in view the spirit of Model Code of Canduct and the concepl of leve

plaving field for all stakeholders, _

4 Level playing field envisaged under the Maodel Code of Conduct is a very ~ital

.asp:‘;w-l for ensuring free and fair elections. A party 5;|.muicl not e ina position to fake

undue advantage on account of it heing in power in the govt 1his will put th -
gdisturh the loue

parties and contestants at a disadvantageous position and will
slaving (ield adversely alfeciing the Tairmess ol plection



The huses of the SRTC are wvirtually under the control of the State
Government concerned, The same s the case with the vehicles of the Municina]
Corporations. Advertisement spaces on the buses of such corporations would be
capable of being cornered by the ruling party or parties.  In these cases, it will not
he practically possible to ensure equitable sharing of space for the purpose of
advertisements, both in terms of the quantity as well as for particular bus r'outeﬁ. fims
through crowded. areas and those going through less crowded places, There is
reasonable likelihood that the allotment of advertisement spaces on such vehicles is
likely to be manipulated more sa in politically impartant constituencies and as such it
will not be easy ta ensure equitable distribution of advertisement space on the
huses.

5, After having duly considered all aspects of the matter, the Commission, in
exercise ol its powers under Article 324 (1) of the Constitution, and in the interest of
conduct of free and fair elections, has directed that State Road Transport
Corporation buses and buses owned by Municipal Carparations efc. and other ot

owned vehicles shall not be used for display of political advertisements during the

period when the Model Code of Conduct is in force in connaction with elections 1a

the House of the People or State Legislative Assembly or State Legislative Countil
from Council Constituencies.
G. These instructions may be brought te the notice of the Transport Department

of the State Govt /UT Administration and all autherities concerned for compliance

Yours [aithfutts,

.

(K. F WILFRUL)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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